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M THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel Claims 39-47 without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter thereof. 
1-26 (Canceled) 

27. (Original) An isolated C. fells cDNA molecule or a C. felis" RNA molecule 
nucleic acid molecule selected from the group consisting of (a) a C, felis cDNA molecule or a C 
fdis RNA molecule that hybridizes to a polynucleotide selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ TD NO: 1 874 and SEQ ID NO: f 876 under conditions comprising ( L) hybridizing in a 
solution comprising IX SSC in the absence of helix destabilizing compounds, at a temperature of 
about 37 (> C and (2) washing in a solution comprising IX SSC and in the absence of helix 
destabilizing compounds, al a temperature of about 47-5°C ? wherein said isolated nucleic acid 
molecule encodes a protein having chloride channel activity; and (b) a C felis cDNA molecule 
or a C. felis RNA molecule comprising a nucleic acid sequence fully complementary to a nucleic 
acid molecule of (u), 

28, (Original) The nucleic acid molecule of Claim 27, wherein said nucleic acid 
molecule is selected from the group consisting of; a nucleic acid molecule comprising a nucleic 
acid sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NO: 1872, SEQ ID NO: 1874, SKQ 
ID NO; 1 875 arid SEQ ID NO: 1876; and fragments thereof, wherein said fragment comprises at 
Icusl 25 contiguous nucleotides from a nucleic acid sequence selected from the group consisting 
of vSHQ ID NO: 1872, SEQ ID NO: 1874, SEQ TD NO;lR75 and SEQ ID NO: 1876. 

20. (Original) The nucleic acid molecule of Claim 27, wherein said nucleic acid 
molecule encodes n protein comprising amino acid sequence SKQ ID NO: 1 873 and nucleic acid 
molecules encoding a variant thereof that is at least 95% identical to SEQ ID NO: 1873, wherein 
said variant protein has chloride channel activity. 
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30. (Original) The nucleic acid molecule of Claim 27, wherein said nucleic acid 
molecule encodes a protein comprising amino acid sequence SEQ ID NO: 1 873. 

3 1 . (Original) A recombinant molecule comprising a nucleic acid molecule as set 
forth in Claim 27 opcrativcly linked to a transcription control sequence, 

32. (Original) A recombinant virus comprising a nucleic acid molecule as stit forth in 
Claim 27, 

33. (Original) A recombinant cell comprising a nucleic acid molecule a& set forth in 

i 

Claim 27, 

34. (Original) A method to produce a protein encoded by an isolated nucleic acid 
molecule selected from Ihe group consisting of a Cfelis cDNA molecule and a Cfclis RNA 
molecule that hybridizes to a polynucleotide selected from the group consisting of SEQ TD 
NO: 1874 and SEQ ID NO: 1876, under conditions comprising (a) hybridizing in a solution 
comprising IX SSC in the absence of helix destabilizing compounds, at a temperature of about 
37°C and (b) washing in a solution comprising IX SSC in the absence of helix destabilizing 
compounds, at a temperature of about 47.5°C, wherein said isolated nucleic acid molecule 
encodes a protein having chloride channel activity, said method comprising the steps of (1) 
culturing a cell transformed wiih said isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding said protein 
opcrativcly linked to a transcription control sequence and (2) recovering said encoded protein. 

35. (Original) The method of Claim 34, wherein said nucleic acid molecule encodes 
a protein having amino acid sequence SEQ ID NO: 1 873, 

36. (Original) The method of Claim 34, wherein said nucleic acid molecule is 
selected from the group consisting of: a nucleic acid molecule comprising a nucleic acid 
sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NO: 1 872 and SKQ ID NO: 1 875; and 
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fragments thereof, wherein said fragment comprises at. least 25 contiguous nucleotides from a 
nucleic acid sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NO: 1872 and SEQ ID 
NO: 1875. 

37. (Original) A composition comprising an excipicni. and an isolated C. fells cDNA 
molecule or a (I fells RNA molecule nucleic acid molecule selected from the group consisting of 
(a) n C. felis cDNA molecule or a C fells RNA molecule ihtxt hybridizes to a polynucleotide 
selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NO: 1 874 and SEQ ID NO; 1 876 under conditions 
comprising (1) hybridizing in a solution comprising IX SSC in the absence of helix destabilizing 
compounds, at a lemperaLure of ahout 37 P C and (2) washing in a solution comprising IX SSC 
and in the absence of helix destabilizing compounds, at a temperature of about 47.5°C 4 wherein 
said isolated nucleic acid molecule encodes a protein having chloride channel activity; and (b) a 
C.felix cDNA molecule or a Cfelis RNA molecule comprising a nucleic acid sequence fully 
complementary to a nucleic acid molecule of (a). 

38. (Original) The composition of Claim 37, wherein said composition further 
comprises a component selected from the group consisting of an adjuvant and a carrier. 

39-47. (Canceled) 
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